CHAPTEE XIIL                                                         If
ELASTIC   THREAD.
IT has been already mentioned that the monopoly first
enjoyed by Macintosh and Company, and afterwards shared
by one or two other English firms, has of late years been
challenged by other countries. Although it is safe to say
that England is still by far the largest producer, yet the
manufacture is to-day carried on in the United States,
Germany, Italy and Russia. With regard to Prance, which
is a large user of the material, the manufacture after having
been carried on on the small scale for some years has now
ceased, though it was in Paris that the greatest interest
was at first taken in the subject, though the threads were
made by quite a different process than that afterwards
adopted on the large scale in England, and universally
employed at the present time. In the original factory of
Eattier and Guibal, at Paris, and into which Hancock intro-
duced his process, the threads were either cut with a knife
from rubber sheet, or were produced by forcing a thick
paste of rubber in naphtha through apertures in an iron
plate, and allowing the naphtha to evaporate upon a surface
covered with French chalk. After the discovery of vulcaniza-
tion, and the possession of the English patent therefor by                       \ 1
the firm of Charles Macintosh and Company, the original
French method rapidly became obsolete, and in the fifties the